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...often coming as a wondertul Isurprise’. As August
- closes thereis a temptation‘tb resign ourselves to
summer being over, but instead we are delighted

by September's soft sunny days - and slightly chilly
nights, wnen the duvet is warm and comfortlng

| IEFE SN0 SNOr gé%'f late flowers to inject pep
aNnd ZINg into our porders, and they are a comfor INg

/
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Picture of health

Once ubiquitous and lauded throughout the
land, the Michaelmas daisy has the tarnished
reputation of a raddled courtesan. It doesn’t
seem fair — many varieties are as fresh-faced
and sprightly as a storybook fairy. Aster
novae-angliae 'Septemberrubin’ is one.

\f;l CATCH UP WITH JAMES in g
his regular Gardeners’ World DETAILS Needs good soil and sunshine ¢ Vigorous and free flowering
blog at gardenersworld.com » Sow seed in autumn or divide runners in spring ¢ One of the New
England asters, which are generally mildew resistant e Height 1.5m
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Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora ‘Dusky Maiden’

Dusky allure

Who can resist the sultry allure of
Crocosmia X crocosmiiflora ‘Dusky
Maiden’? It's a plant that looks at you
across candlelit shadows, and you know
that it's going to be a memorable evening.

DETAILS Best with decent drainage and sunshine ¢ Easy to
propagate by splitting corms in early spring, just before they
burst into life « Sow seed in autumn e Height 50cm
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Eucomis bicolor i

Good hair day
The tuft of leaves atop the flower of
Eucomis bicolor resemble the foliage of
a pineapple. They also remind me of the
perky topknot of a slightly confused and
tonsurially challenged cockatiel.

DETAILS Needs a warm climate, gritty soil and deep muich

over winter « Take offsets in spring or sow seed under glass
in autumn e Do not water in winter ¢ Height 50cm
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Blue
for you

Sometimes

plant names are
pleasantly self
explanatory. A
sage with flowers
of mourning black
and clearest

Anemone x hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert’

| -t blue = Salvia
n n OC@ n eyeS guaranitica
When I was a boy | sang in a choir. | wore a ‘Black and
pure white surplice, a starched ruff and the Blue’. Simple.

DETAILS » Only hardy in
mild areas ¢ Take basal
cuttings in spring or
semi-ripe ones now

 Can reach a height of 2m

light of innocence shone in my eyes. | was not
unlike Anemone X hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert'.

DETAILS Can spread indefinitely, but is never a pest « Tolerates
partial shade well « Must not get waterlogged in winter ¢ Height 1m
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Salvia guaranitica 'Black and Blue’
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