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Winter care
Four ways to stop Jack Frost 

giving your garden a nasty nip

country garden

      What could easily have been turned 
into a museum or a pastiche instead 
        froths with life and individuality
“ “

1 Cosy conifers

Heaped evergreen branches keep 

the worst frost o� delicate shoots.

2 Wrap pots 

Little duvets of hessian or �eece 

will protect pots from severe cold.

3 Protect tender plants

A bundle of bracken in a willow 

bell cloche will keep plants snug.

4 Glass cloche

The decorative way to protect 

young or tender plants in winter.

The Knot Garden looks spectacular 
from the upstairs rooms of Abbey 
House and includes some of the 
extensive rose collection.
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Garden plan
1  Entrance
2  River Avon 
3   The Stump & fish ponds
4  Camellia Walk
5  Rhododendron Glade
6  Herb Garden
7  Water sculpture
8  Upper Lawn
9  Abbey
10 Celtic Cross
11  Knot Garden
12  House
13  Upper Terrace

36

narrowly avoiding tipping both himself 

and machine down the hill into the river). It 

is an impressive project with a gloriously 

studded and chained bridge, banks of camel-

lias and a towering stone waterfall.

The Pollards have managed something 

remarkable at Abbey House. The gardens 

augment and compliment not only the 

majestic walls of the abbey and the mystic 

memory of the monks but also the Pollards’ 

own eccentric and, if I may be so bold, slightly 

hippyish principles. What could easily have 

been turned into a museum or a pastiche 

instead froths with life and individuality. The 

randomness of some of the planting may 

upset purists, but I doubt Ian loses much 

sleep over that: I suspect this garden has 

much more to do with passion than purity. 

 

USEFUL INFORMATION

ADDRESS The Abbey House, Malmesbury, 

Wiltshire SN16 9AS. TEL 01666 822212.

WEBSITE www.abbeyhousegardens.co.uk

OPEN 21 March to 31 October, 2011, 11am to 

5.30pm. ENTRANCE £6.50. 

EVENTS Clothes Optional Days for 2011 are 

22 May, 5 June, 10 July, 7 Aug and 4 Sept. 

James Alexander-Sinclair is a garden designer 
who appears regularly on BBC gardening programmes.
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The Celtic Cross at one end of 

the Knot Garden pays homage 

to the monks who lived at the 

abbey until the 16th century. 

9 ideas for your winter garden
James Alexander-Sinclair on how to make 

your garden look great in the cold months

1 Berries 

One of the cheeriest things in the winter 

garden, providing little spots of colour. 

These berries belong to a sea buckthorn 

(Hippophae rhamnoides).

2 Topiary 

Like sculpture but cheaper and easier to 

manipulate. Well-cut shapes in box or other 

evergreens add focal points and drama.

3 Sculpture 

Some sculptures are best nestled in 

among the foliage and others come into 

their own when standing in the open. 

Choose wisely. This one, by the river, 

is Fish-a-man by Errol Tompkins.

4 Winter-flowering bulbs 

There is always something flowering. 

Among the first to appear are snowdrops 

and blimey, are they welcome. This one 

is Galanthus nivalis ‘Lady Elphinstone’.

5 Ornaments 

Along the same lines as sculptures (but 

not as highfalutin), a well-placed barrow 

or pot adds a little extra. This is a kadai, 

or ceremonial cooking pot, from India.

6 Clipped hedges 

Hedges are the spines and ribcages of the 

garden. Strong lines are always effective.

7 Decorative stems 

The brightest colour in a winter garden 

often come from stems such as willows, 

Rubus and dogwood (including this 

Cornus alba ‘Sibirica’, pictured with 

alder cones from an overhanging tree).

8 Evergreen plants 

Of course, evergreens such as Ilex 

x altaclerensis ‘Lawsoniana’ help, but 

not too many of them. An evergreen 

garden can be dull in summer, and 

a bit of emptiness is good in winter. 

9 Trees for winter interest 

On deciduous trees all we are left with by 

now is the skeletons and the bark – but 

this is a good thing if you have paperbark 

maples (Acer griseum, pictured). 
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